St Mary the Virgin Primary School
Phonic Phase and Book Bands 
Children at St Mary’s will begin their reading journey using a synthetic, systematic phonic approach to reading. They will read decodable phonic books which start at phase 1 and progress through to phase 6. Once the children have become confident fluent readers, they will progress to our colour coded banded levels. These begin at orange level and progress through to lime level. Once the children have completed lime level, they will be early readers.
	Phase/Book Band
	

	Phase 1
Lilac 
	Picture books- Exploring language through talk. 

	Phase 2
Pink- Set 1-2
	The following sounds are in these books
s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d

	Phase 2
Pink- Set 3-4
	The following sounds are in these books
g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r

	Phase 2
Pink Set 5a & 5b
	The following sounds are in these books
h, b, f, l, ff, ll, ss

	Phase 3 
Red- Set 6-7
	The following sounds are in these books
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu

	Phase 3 
Red- Set 8
	The following sounds are in these books
ch, sh, th, ng

	Phase 3
Red set 9-10
	The following sounds are in these books
ai, ee, igh, oa, oo(long) oo(short), ar, or, ur, ow, oi

	Phase 3
Red- Set 11
	The following sounds are in these books
Air, ear, ure, er

	Phase 4 
Yellow Set 12
	Adjacent consonants (Initial and final blends) 

	Phase 5
Blue- Set 13-18
	The following sounds are in these books
wh, ph, ( all long vowel sounds including alternative spellings) 

	Phase 5 
Blue/Green set 19-23
	The following sounds are in these books
aw, au, al, ir, ear, er, ou, oy, eer, are, c, ck, ch (alternative pronunciations)

	Phase 5/6
Green set 24-30
	Alternative pronunciations, prefixes and suffixes

	Orange

	Turquoise

	Purple

	Gold

	White

	Lime

	Brown

	Grey

	Ruby

	Early Reader



